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Notes from the Pastor…  
We are in the middle of the 100th Anniversary 

celebration for Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 

and there are a couple of important events 

coming up this month. 

Look elsewhere in this newsletter for 

information about the history presentation on 

the evening of Friday, November 12. This 

was an event we originally hoped to host in 

October, but it got postponed. It’s main goal is 

to describe what Duluth was like 100 years ago 

when Mount Olive was organized and started. 

Also in November, the Sunday 

morning Bible Class (8:30 a.m. 

before the Divine Service) will be 

doing an in-depth study on the anniversary theme 

(Streams of Blessing) and our theme verse, Isaiah 44:3. Join us if 

you are able. 

There are other preliminary plans for monthly remembrances, 

some low key, some less so, leading up to the main celebration on 

September 25, 2022, but many of them will depend upon 

volunteers stepping up to plan and implement. Ideas include 

bookmark distribution to shut ins; special music (focused on our 

two theme hymns, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, and Praise 

God from Whom All Blessings Flow); a Mount Olive history 

presentation; Anniversary books; Prayer vigil and/or Bible reading 

vigil; Visit to our original building on 4th Street; and church 

cleaning, among ideas. If you can help, please contact Pastor 

Franck or Julie Igo. 



2  Highlights                                                                          November 2021 

We are thankful for all God has given to and 

through Mount Olive in 100 years, and look 

forward to remembering and celebrating but 

also crediting our Triune God, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, for His gifts and Streams of 

Blessings.  

In Christ our Lord, 

 
Pastor Rob Franck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, note that our Thanksgiving Day service 

will have a collection for the food shelf as well 

as distribution of loaves of bread, as has been our 

custom in years past. 

The mission opportunity of the month is Chosen People’s 

Ministry, please note that our missionary, Trevor Rubenstein, 

will be making a presentation on the Feasts of Israel, especially 

Hannukah, on Sunday, December 5, at the Sunday Morning 

Bible class, 8:30 a.m. 

 
THANK YOU for the many cards and gifts you have given me this past 
Pastor Appreciation Month. It is an honor and a privilege to serve God 
and you as your shepherd. I am glad that Pastor Appreciation Month is 
in October, when our focus is on God's Word. The Truth of God's 
Revelation in the Scriptures is what directs and lead us, and is what we 
truly need. 
 

In Christ our Truth, 
Pastor Franck 
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Notes from the Chairman, Board of Elders… 

Mt Olive will be hosting a Craft Fair on Dec. 4th. 9-4pm. This will be a 

way to give exposure to our church while having a fun fundraiser. We 

will be renting booths, and tables. There will be a charge for those who 

need electricity for their displays. We have 10x10 booths and 8x8 booths 

available. The charge is $25 for a 10x10 and $20 for an 8x8. Table rental 

is $5 and electrical is also $5. If you wish to have a booth and sell your 

crafts contact Tim at 218-940-3849. Please come and shop and have fun. 

I will be selling sloppy joes out of the kitchen, and the Francks will be 

having a bake sale table. The booth, table, and electrical  

fees will go to general fund. The sloppy joe 

money to the kitchen fund, and the bake sale 

proceeds to the musical area.  

Hope to see you all there,  

Tim Jezierski. 

 
College Students Dinner! 

Please sign up and have fun getting to know our 

College Students!  Mt. Olive is starting a new college 

dinner night on Tuesday nights. We will have a signup 

sheet on the door of the upper room just like the one 

we have for coffee and. Families will provide food for about 8 college 

students at 6pm Tuesday evenings. This is the night they have bible 

study at 7pm. This will give our college students a chance to have a 

home cooked meal, and will give our families a chance to  meet and get 

to know our college students. You can either cook a meal at home and 

warm it up in the kitchen or cook it in the kitchen. You can choose to use 

the churches real plates and silverware and wash them or use disposable 

provided  by the church. Please feel free to contact Tim Jezierski at 218-

940-3849 with any questions.  

Thank you  

Tim Jezierski 

Peace in Christ, 

 
Next Board of Elders Meeting 

is November 15th 
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From the Church Office… 
Happy Fall!   

It’s a fun time of the year; All Saints’ Day, 

Election Day, Veteran’s Day, and Thanksgiving Day 

as well.  I hope everyone has wonderful holidays 

with their families and that you can fit into your pants next 

month; that is the trick!! 

At the heart of it though, it is about Jesus and what he did for us.  

During these holidays let us keep Jesus in our hearts and praise 

Him for all of our blessings! 

Things have changed a lot in a year.  The internet has evolved into 

quite the place for entertainment.  I still highly recommend the new 

podcast from KFUO The Lutheran Ladies’ Lounge!  It 

is very engaging and informative about the lady’s 

version of living Lutheran.  The ladies that put it on 

are very amusing and respectful; but wonderfully 

humorous! My Savior Lives Northland is also 

wonderful to listen to.  The beauty of the internet is, all you have to 

do is type in the name in a google search and they are at your 

fingertips.  Happy hunting!   

I am also very excited for the events leading up to our 100 year 

anniversary next year.  Julie Igo and Pastor have a wonderful 

lineup of events.  Thank you to them and everyone who is working 

to make this an outstanding time for our church. 

Remember To…Fall Back!! 

2:00 a.m. Sunday, November 7th 
 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Your Servant in the Lord, 

Julie 
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Circle News: 
The November schedule is as follows: 

All Woman’s Circles have begun meeting as needed; 

there are no meetings planned for November. 

 
The next MITES door offering will be November 7th.  

 
The MITES collected on October 3 by the LWML 

totaled $177.10, with a year-to-day total of $1,295.35. 
The MITES that are collected fund mission grants voted 

on by the district and national LWML. The LWML thanks you! 

 
Ladies of the LWML: Dues of the LWML are $9.00 this year and if 

you want to subscribe to the Quarterly magazine, 

the cost is $6.00. Checks can be made payable to 

Mt. Olive and can be given to Carol Walczak. The 

deadline is Sunday, November 7. 

 
We will be handing out and collecting for 

Operation Christmas Child this year.  There are 

boxes in the Upper Room for those interested in 

taking them and filling them.  The deadline to have 

them back is November 21st.  We will drop them off at 

the processing center - Mount of Olives.  There will be instructions 

with the boxes to help us fill them.  Thank you for contributing to 

this wonderful ministry! 

 
Sunday, November 7, 2020 

 

Congregational Prayer - Lord God, heavenly Father, we 

are living through difficult times. People are hurting and 

need hope. Despite the restrictions we face due to the 

virus, give us opportunity to tell someone we know about 

Your love and forgiveness. Someone we know needs 

hope. Use us to give Your hope to them. In 

Jesus name we pray, Amen.  
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All Saints Sunday-November 7th     
In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life eternal, we 

remember before the Lord our departed family and friends 

who have gone before us in faith and all those who are in 

our hearts and minds this day: 

Margaret Nielson ................................... dSeptember 20, 2021 

Alice (Pittsford) Childress ............................ dJune 20, 2021 

Norine Pittsford ............................................. dApril 25, 2021 

Rev. Dennis Brostrom ...............................dOctober 31, 2021 
 

Jim Frazier 
Husband of Evelyn Frazier 

Larry Harris 

Father of Sandi Iverson 

Ingrid Hass                              
Wife of Jerry Hass 

John E. Hass                              
Husband of Kathy Hass 

Howard Hawkins Jr. 
Brother of Julie Jones 

Alice Hall, John Marquardt 
Ralph Marquardt 
Cousins of Phyllis Franck 

Ruby Hein 

Sister of Bunny Hein 

Dorothy Jerve                               
Sister and Sister–in-law of 
Marv and Judy Hoops 

Jerry Linder                           
Husband of Sylvia Linder 

Ken Norbie 
Step-father of Bob Iverson  

Rev. Lewis Reinemann 

Hilde Schoenfeld    

Wife of Ernie Schoenfeld  

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steger                              
Parents of Barb Wedward 

Vanna Wolff                               
 Friend of Marv and Judy 
 Hoops 

 
Election Day- November 2nd 

 

Don’t forget to VOTE on Tuesday,  November 2nd 
 

Veteran’s Day is November 11th.  We commemorate our 

American heroes and set aside time for solemn ceremonies 

and for flying the flag in gratitude in this year of world 

turmoil. We appreciate the value of their sacrifice.  
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Personal remarks from 

President Harrison 

about COVID-19 and 

vaccines 
 

Dear People of the LCMS, 

We live in disturbing times. Jesus’ words on the night of His betrayal are 

ever true: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

The resources that follow this note are mostly self-explanatory, but I 

want to make a few somewhat personal remarks to you before you read 

on. This COVID-19 pandemic has challenged the world, as well as us as 

Christians individually and corporately as a Synod. LCMS individuals, 

congregations and districts have taken different attitudes and approaches 

to the challenge. This is due to a variety of factors: the intensity of the 

disease; cultural and political contexts; and our own varying views on the 

medical, social, political and — to some extent — religious issues 

involved. Government intrusion into churches through various 

regulations — attempted by states and municipalities across the nation — 

has even resulted in attempts to regulate our sacred practice of Holy 

Communion (the holy of holies where government has no place). This 

has been troubling. In many cases, we have seen governments treating 

churches unfairly, even closing churches while leaving theaters or clubs 

open. Local and state governments have taken advantage of COVID-19 

to push regulations into our parochial schools, where such state 

regulation has not existed before. I, for one, am deeply concerned about 

increasing government overreach into areas of the First Amendment. 

“We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). And I aim to resist 

this increasing encroachment wherever and whenever I can. 

The vaccine issue is challenging from a legal perspective. Those most 

interested have deep personal, medical and religious concerns about 

government mandates. Unfortunately, constitutional case law has for a 

century upheld the government’s ability to mandate vaccinations. Some 

legal experts have not wanted to challenge this because of what appears 

to be an impossibility of legal success. Expected presidential mandates 

that force companies and nonprofits to release or terminate unvaccinated 

employees will be challenged legally from various directions. I believe 

— and so do others — that such mandates for churches violate the “free 
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exercise” clause of the First Amendment, because they would force the 

termination of pastors and called workers in larger church institutions 

who refuse vaccination. Our military chaplains are increasingly 

pressured by the LGBTQ agenda of the U.S. military. In addition, those 

chaplains who have conscientious objections to the vaccine mandate are 

now faced with the question of continuing to serve or leaving the 

military. Thus far, free speech protections still remain, thank God. 

The LCMS has no official position on vaccines in general or the COVID-

19 vaccines in particular. We are not “anti-vaxxers.” I’d venture that the 

majority of LCMS clergy are vaccinated. I am. I’ve been saddened many 

times at the loss of personal friends, including a number of pastors. I 

know that the majority of those hospitalized are unvaccinated. I know 

that the death rate for COVID-19 increases dramatically for those 

unvaccinated. But still, death occurs mainly among those with other 

health conditions. I also know that the risk of death overall is very small. 

I know that healthy young people rarely die, and that for the vast 

majority the symptoms are fairly insignificant. My two sons and their 

spouses have all had COVID-19. Thankfully, they recovered well. Many 

have not been so fortunate. 

As the following resources note, the vaccines, in various ways 

(development or testing), made use of stem cells from aborted babies. 

This is limited to two lines from two babies from 36 and 48 years ago. I 

was able to obtain the vaccine that is less morally problematic, but it is 

still problematic. I was present in the White House when President 

George W. Bush limited research to such lines and ensured that no others 

would be taken from later or current abortions. We gave thanks for that. 

But this remains an ethical quandary that has to be judged by each 

Christian conscience. I respect that. So does your church. And we want 

to be as helpful as we can. Please give charitable attention to these 

documents. 

“Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 

your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23). 

Pastor Matthew C. Harrison 

President 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

Resources:  Visit lcms.org/vaccinemandate  

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcms.org%2Fpage.redir%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.lcms.org%252fvaccinemandate%26srcid%3D142251%26srctid%3D1%26erid%3D54c6d327-b4f5-48ab-ad5b-f9be9196dfdf%26trid%3D54c6d327-b4f5-48ab-ad5b-f9be9196dfdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb040a89070ab4cb9ab2108d9852187de%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637687201324491569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=muBnMUOWdgO%2F71yyVHoE7qfaKMZ0Y9rhF3KC4IepO3E%3D&reserved=0
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Mission Sunday is November 21st 

Chosen People Ministry 
 

Our Vision and Core Values  
• We exist... 
to glorify God, proclaim the Gospel to the Jew 
first and also to the Gentile, and develop resources and programs to 
accomplish this task. 
• We place... 
the worker above the work. 
• We are concerned with... 
and promote the welfare of the Jewish community. 
• We are... 
a board-governed organization whose ministry is planned and 
implemented by missionaries and supported by the administrative 
staff. 
• We are dependent on... 
God’s provision for the Mission through the prayer and financial 
support of fellow believers. 
 
The mission was founded in Brooklyn, New York in 1894 by 

Rabbi Leopold Cohn, a Hungarian Jewish immigrant with a zeal to 

share the knowledge of Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah with God’s 

chosen people. Today, Chosen People Ministries serves in eighteen 

countries across the globe. Our outreach programs include 

evangelism and discipleship, Messianic Centers and congregations, 

equipping the local church for Jewish evangelism, digital 

evangelism through our Isaiah 53 Campaigns and I Found 

Shalom videos, and benevolence work. With your help, we will 

continue proclaiming the Good News through Jesus the Messiah to 

Jewish people around the world. 

 

Please join us for our Adult Bible Study at 8:30 am 
Sunday, December 5.  Guest speaker Trevor Rubenstein 
will present “Feast of Israel, especially Hannukah”.  

 

There will be a freewill offering after the service. 

 

https://www.isaiah53.com/
https://www.ifoundshalom.com/
https://www.ifoundshalom.com/
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Calendar 
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth.  MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR 

Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world. 

The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  

My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite 

systems carrying these stations.  

 

November 7, 2021 

Rev. Don Stauty 

Redeemer Lutheran; Virginia, MN 

Gloria Dei; Aurora, MN 

November 14, 2021 

Rev. John Bonk 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church; Two Harbors, MN 

November 21, 2021 

Rev. Stafford Thompson  

Hope Lutheran; Cloquet, MN 

November 28, 2021 

Rev. Brad Felix 

Grace Lutheran;  

Trinity Lutheran; Chisholm, MN 
 

Please send contributions c/o: 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 
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Remember To…Fall Back!! 

2:00 a.m. Sunday, November 7th 
 

 

Thanksgiving Day Worship 
Thursday, November 25th   

9:30 a.m.  
Thanksgiving is such a 

wonderful time to remember 

our families as well as the 

families of those less 

fortunate.  In the Mt. Olive 

tradition, we collect an 

offering of food items for 

the Food Shelf; during the service bread is given 

to the congregation for their Thanksgiving 

meal, and it a reminder of the unity that we 

have in Christ.  Thanksgiving envelopes and 

loose offerings will go to the Family Assistance 

Fund. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
O Great Spirit, Creator and source of every blessing, we pray 

that you will bring peace to all our brothers and sisters of 

this world.  Give us wisdom to teach our children to love, to 

respect and to be kind to each other.  Help us to learn to 

share all the good things that you provide for us.  Bless all 

who share this meal with us today.  We ask our special 

blessing on those who are hungry today, especially little 

children.  Help us to be just and to bring your peace to all 

the earth.  Praise and Thanksgiving be to you, my Lord. 

Amen  
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

 

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 
99; 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
 
Total served thru November = 66 (3 Bibles) 

 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
There will be a free will offering after the service. 

Food items can also be brought on Mission Sunday. 
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Lutheran Island Camp 
www.islandcamp.org – 218.583.2905 

 

Fall at Lutheran Island Camp 
Fall has arrived on the Island and the weather has been incredible. 
While we love our summers, fall is an amazing time to visit and enjoy 
the change of seasons, the warmth of the campfire, and the 
picturesque setting. This is a popular time of year for confirmation 
retreats, but remember that we welcome groups of all ages and stages 
for a time of devotions, reflection, and slowing down. 
 

Of course it is never too early to begin thinking about summer. 
Applications for summer staff open through the NLOMA website on 
October 15th! If you or someone you know would like to be part of the 
summer staff in 2022, we encourage you to fill out your application 
and spend your summer sharing the love of Christ with others. We 
are also looking for churches interested in hosting a Sunday 
Jamboree. We will help your youth get registered for their summer 
camp experience. 

Program Corner 
We’ve had a busy retreat season here on the Island! Our fall calendar 
is mostly filled up. Five retreats and conferences took place just in the 
month of September. Most notably the MN North District pastor’s 
conference was on September 19-21. It was a great success with over 
100 pastors in attendance! The Pastor’s Wives Retreat followed 
closely behind on September 23-25. 

The year-round staff has been making a concerted effort to get the 
Island sparkling clean. Thank you to Scott and Tammy Brown who 
have been volunteering their time to help us with this endeavor! 
Additionally, St Paul’s in Perham generously donated the funds for a 
brand new playground set! Andy will be working diligently to build it 
and get it ready for next summer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.islandcamp.org/
http://www.islandcamp.org/
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Twin Ports Thanksgiving Buffet 2021 
Thu, Nov 25, 12:00 pm | Free | 

The 32nd annual Twin Ports 

Thanksgiving Buffet, produced by 

Twin Ports community volunteers and 

the College of St. Scholastica, offers a 

free turkey dinner with all the 

trimmings. 

Due to COVID-19, the 2021 buffet will not be held in person. Meals 

will be delivered to those who are homebound, and pick-up meals will 

be available at various agency locations. 

Those in need of a home-delivered meal on Thanksgiving should fill 

out the Homebound Delivery Sign Up form. Meals are also available 

for caregivers of homebound individuals. The deadline to request a 

meal is Friday, Nov. 19 at noon. Meals are available to people who 

live in Duluth, Superior, Proctor, Hermantown, Esko, Cloquet and 

Two Harbors. 

The meal will be delivered between 8 a.m. and noon on Thanksgiving 

Day. It is delivered cold with heating instructions and includes turkey, 

gravy, mashed potatoes, stuffing, corn, relish, dinner roll and dessert. 

Satellite locations for food to go are: 

• Duluth Harbor Mission, 2910 W. Third St., Duluth 

• Damiano, 206 W. Fourth St., Duluth 

• Volunteer Services of Carlton County, 199 Chestunt Ave., 

Carlton 

• Select Ruby’s Pantry locations 

• First United Methodist Church, 230 E. Skyline Parkway, 

Duluth 

• Peace in Christ Church, 5007 Maple Grove Road, 

Hermantown 

• Mission Creek Church 521 131st Ave. W., Duluth 

The meals can be picked up on Thanksgiving Day between 10 a.m. 

and noon. They will be in a to-go container and will be cold with 

heating instructions included. These meals will be offered on a first 

come-first serve basis. Once a satellite location runs out of meals, 

they will not be replenished, so it is asked that people only take what 

they need for their family’s Thanksgiving meal. 

 

https://www.css.edu/administration/thanksgiving-day-buffet/
https://www.css.edu/administration/thanksgiving-day-buffet/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sBxwTcCDK4S2BzXtIcG3G4tXl60JYm7KbAAjUjfGT04/viewform?edit_requested=true
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Minnesota North District 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
PO Box 604 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
  
September 29, 2021 
  
Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North District: 
  
We have received word that Rev. Roy Hasbargen (em. St. Cloud), was 
taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Monday, September 27, 2021. 
Funeral Service will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, October 2, 2021, at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Monson Township (Wheaton, 
MN). Visitation will begin one hour prior to the Service at the Church. A 
Prayer Service will be held at 4:30 pm on Friday, October 1, 202, at 
Benson Funeral Home in St. Cloud with visitation one hour prior to the 
Prayer Service. Pastors attending the service should sit in the reserved pews 
but do not need to robe. 
  
Pastor Hasbargen served congregations in the Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, and 
Minnesota North Districts before retiring in the St. Cloud area. 
  
Please keep his wife, Marie, and the whole Hasbargen family in your 
prayers, asking that God would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their 
tears with the precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the 
Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
                                                
We would kindly ask you to share this information with any Pastors who 
do not have internet access. I would especially ask you to contact the 
emeritus pastors or their widows to inform them. 
  
Peace to you in Christ, 
Rev. Donald J. Fondow 
District President 
  
". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' says 
the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their works 

accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13). 
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MISSIONARY MINUTES 

PROJECT 24 & CHRIST’S CARE FOR 

CHILDREN - KENYA  

Project 24 Kenya started between the LCMS Office 

of International Mission and the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Kenya. It provides boarding 

facilities so vulnerable children have the opportunity to 

successfully complete primary or secondary school. It costs $90 per 

month or $1,080 for the whole year to sponsor a child. And as a 

sponsor, you receive an initial packet of information on the child, as 

well as updates throughout the year on his or her welfare, and 

spiritual engagement. Total Number of Students at the P24 sites: 190 

children; Number of Students Sponsored as to date: 136. Find Project 

24 on Facebook 
 

REV. DR. DAN & DR. JOAN JASTRAM live in Tokyo where he 

serves as the Asia Lutheran Resource Coordinator: Making Lutheran 

resources of theology and worship available in all of Asia. They are 

excited to be exploring new opportunities for ministry and request 

prayers for: Ongoing Lutheran resource projects throughout Asia, 

numbering well over one hundred, in Hong Kong, Indonesia, Sri 

Lanka, Cambodia, Papua New Guinea, and Taiwan. 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH AND SCHOOL, COTTON 

TREE LIBERIA The MN North District continues to partner with 

Good Shepherd in sharing the Gospel with the people of Liberia. 

Benettor is pictured here, her single mother is unable to pay tuition 

for her to attend school. A $200 sponsorship will allow her to attend 

GSLS where she’ll hear the Good News in Christ Jesus. Pastor Kollie 

is pursuing a Doctorate Degree at CTS, Fort Wayne, IN, with hopes 

of then teaching pastors in Liberia. He visits the US often to study and 

would be happy to visit your congregation to share news from 

Liberia! Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 CSP grad is working towards a 

Master’s Degree. Gifty Kollie (deaconess student at CUC) and Diane 

(nursing student at CUW) are also studying in the US with plans to 

return to Liberia to use their education. Donations for the Kollie’s 

education, Good Shepherd Church and School (specifically designate 

on the memo line) can be sent to: MN North District, PO Box 604, 

Brainerd, MN 56401. 
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Dear Mt Olive,  
I want to thank you once again for your continued 

support and prayers. I apologize for the later than 

normal letter, but I wanted to visit my training unit 

before I sent this out in order to be able to keep you 

as up to date as possible on everything in my life. To begin with so far 

this semester has been going well. My classes for this fall semester 

are Greek Readings, Hebrew 1, German 1, Being Human which is an 

online philosophy class through Dominican a college right next to us, 

First Aid and Injury prevention, and Human Development from Birth 

to Death which is a psychology class. So far, the language classes are 

going well, so far confusing them hasn’t been a problem because they 

all use different alphabets. I have also been very busy with on campus 

activities this semester. I am still one of the sextons for Sunday 

morning worship and now I am also one of the leaders for the student 

run evening services here on campus. Since I am a junior, I am also 

begin assisting with communion. The ultimate frisbee here on campus 

has restarted and we play on Wednesdays and Fridays. I am once 

again on a Concordia Youth Ministry team. This coming weekend is 

the church workers program retreat for CUC, we will be going to a 

camp for the weekend. Like I mentioned before I have visited my unit 

so now, I am all set to begin drilling weekends. My first weekend of 

drilling will be on October 23rd. 

Now if I can shift gears for a bit I would like to talk about my 

experience in basic training. To begin when I decided to enlist, I had 

many reasons for doing so. And while all those reasons are still valid 

after going through basic, I have begun to see that God also had many 

plans for me. I have realized that God wanted me to be in the army for 

many more reasons that I could have never imagined. To try and 

explain exactly what I mean it’s helpful to understand the goal of 

basic training. Everything the army does is deliberate. What they are 

trying to do is to make sure you can handle the stress of battle; they 

want to make sure you won’t break down. So, in order to prepare you 

for anything what they do is make every single moment as stressful as 

possible for the entirety of basic training. So, you are always under 

pressure and always under stress. Thus, in many ways during basic 

training I became completely dependent upon God. One example is 

when I was shooting. In basic training one of the most important 

things is the three weeks you spend shooting a rife. First you need to 
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zero your gun to your eye. They give you three days to do this. This 

was one of the things I really struggled with. And since shooting is so 

important if you don’t zero it’s possible that you can either get 

recycled, which is where you have to restart basic all over again from 

the beginning, or in extreme cases even get kicked out of the military. 

I got down to the last day and I still hadn’t zeroed, in fact I hadn’t 

even gotten close. So, there was a lot of stress and anxiety. What I 

had to do was just put it in Jesus’s hands. I prayed Lord you are in 

control in you want me to be here I will pass and if you don’t then I 

won’t, let your will be done, if it be your will guide my hands as I 

fire. And the next time I went to shoot I passed. In fact, my bullets 

went clean through the middle of the target. I had ten rounds that went 

straight through the middle. And there were many other moments like 

that, when I despaired, and I had to just tell myself that God is in 

control and that I am here to follow his will. It was amazing to see all 

the ways God was with me, all the things that went perfectly. There is 

no doubt in my mind whatsoever that God is the only reason I was 

able to complete basic. I believe God has used basic training to 

prepare me for many other things, I think I’m much better at handling 

stress and anxiety now. Many things that seemed hard before now 

seem easy compared to what I went through. I don’t know if I would 

have had the discipline to study three languages, two of them new, in 

one year. Another thing about basic training is that there was a lot of 

waiting around, so much time in fact that I was able to read the entire 

Bible front to back while at basic. I was even able to reread many 

psalms and even some books of the Bible that I found especially 

comforting. And while I have read the entire Bible before in many 

ways it was almost a different experience going through it this time. 

You look at things differently while living in lots of fear and anxiety 

and I’ll even go so far as to say suffering. There were many chapters 

and psalms that became very comforting to me while going through 

basic. One book I found very comforting was Ecclesiastes. I want to 

thank you once again for everything you have done 

for me, your prayers and support mean the 

world to me. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jacob Franck       
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Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone who sent get well 

notes and said prayers for my surgery and 

recovery. Mt. Olive has such a wonderful 

membership; I so appreciate everyone.  

This is the last surgery of this type, so 

hopefully, we can look forward to clear 

sailing from now on.  Thank you from the 

bottom of  my heart. 

Sincerely, Julie 

 

Poinsettias for the Altar 

It's time once again to order poinsettias to decorate our 
church for Christmas.  The price this year is $9.99 for the 
6" traditional poinsettia (with several blooms), $24.75 for 
a two-branch plant.   
Please fill out the order forms found on the Narthex table and put it in 

the collection plate along with your check made out to Mt. Olive 
Lutheran Church. (Please be sure to put “Poinsettia” on the memo line of 

your check for the counters.) 

DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5th 

 
 

GET WELL SOON! 

Judy Hoops 
Holly Suronen 

 

 

Thanksgiving Worship 

Thursday, November 25th 
9:30 a.m. 
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November Birthdays 

1 Jason Reier 

5 Christine Erven 

  6 Leaslin Frazier 

  7 Ruth Cary 

 John Keske 

  8 Julie Reinemann 

12 Jenna Reinemann 

16 Emily Hass 

18 Barbara Hass 

19 Drew Chambers 

21 Gay Aubin 

22 Gayle Franck 

 Holly Suronen 

23   Mercy Franck 

24 Tammy Wodny 

25 Pat Sheedy 

27  Grace Franck 

29 Chris Bollman 

 

 

November Anniversaries 
 

03 Joshua and Diana Miller  

 
 


